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Causation Analysis Workshop


December 20, 2004

The School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida, met in the Winona Webb Jordan Board Chambers, 3300 Forest Hill Boulevard, West Palm Beach, Florida, on December 20, 2004, at 2:15 p.m. Board Members present were Chairman Thomas Lynch, Vice Chairman William Graham, Monroe Benaim, Mark Hansen, Paulette Burdick, Sandra Richmond and Debra Robinson.  Also present were Superintendent Art Johnson, Chief Operating Officer Joe Moore, Chief Academic Officer Ann Killets, Chief Officer of Administration Gerald Williams and Chief Counsel to the School Board JulieAnn Rico-Allison.

Public Comments: none

Sherry Williams, D.J Miller and Associates, Inc,. provided Board Members information on The School District of Palm Beach County Causation and Anecdotal Study Final Presentation and highlighted the following area: Purpose of the Causation and Anecdotal Study; What is a Disparity Study; Legal Framework; AGC v. State of Florida; Hershell Gill Consulting Engineers v. Miami-Dade County; Factual Predicate; Statistical Findings; Relevant Market; RWA Model; MWBE Availability; Utilization; MWBE /MSA Utilization; DJMA Disparity Ration Concept; RWA Statistical Disparity;  Qualitative Findings; Procurement Analysis; Anecdotal Analysis; Predatory Business Practices; Race Neutral Efforts; Private Sector Analysis; Croson Requirements; Five Action Items; Race-Conscious Goal-Setting Program Recommendations; Procurement Adjustments; Enhancing MWBE Initiatives; Matchmaking; Nondiscrimination Policy; Business Development Assistance Initiatives; benefits to School District of Proposed Action Items; and Next Steps.

Mrs. Burdick questioned the need for legal representation.

Board Members discussed Small Business Program and Race Gender conscious vs. Race gender Program.

Mr. Lynch requested that Mrs. Allison provide data on the difference between small business and MWBE Program.

Board Members were in consensus to implement a policy with guidelines in the four (4) categories that targeted the number detailed in The School District of Palm Beach County Causation and Anecdotal Study Final Presentation.

Dr. Robinson stressed the importance of a non-discrimination policy and prioritizing the MWBE Program.

The meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m.
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Note:
Audio tapes are maintained by the Board Office for official record of these proceedings.

